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ANCIENT THEATRES
OF @R[EECE

2TO AIKNO TOY OEATPOY KAITOY MOAITIZMOY TQN APXAION EAAHNQN
IN' THE CRADLE OF THEATRE AND THE CULTURE OF THE ANCIENT GREEKS

A6 tov Mévo Kokkivn | By Panos Kokkinis

A6 Ta 125 apyaia Béatpa mou €xouv EVIOTIOTEL OTNV EANNVIKT EMIKPA-
Tela, HONC 50 eival emokéPipa kal oe 6éka and autd Sie€dyovtal kabe
KaAoOKaipl Beatpikég MAPACTACEIC, CUVAUAIEC Kal TTONTIOTIKEG EKONAW-
OEIC. 2aC KAAOUWE va avakaAUPeTe TNV payeia toud!

125 ancient theatres have been found in the territory of Greece of
which only 50 are open to the public, and every summer plays, con-
certs and cultural events are hosted at 10 of them. Why not take up
our invitation and discover their magic and charm!
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Apxaio ©¢atpo Emdavpou | Ancient Theatre of Epidaurus

EN APXH HN... HENIAAYPOX
In the beginning was Epidaurus

«Ta apyaia O¢atpa Tavtilovtat Staypovikd pe OAEG TIG KATAKTHOELG
Tov avBpwnivov mvedpaTog: And Tn y€vvnon Tov apxaiov dpdpa-
TOG Kat TNV £kpn&n NG apXITEKTOVIKG Snpovpyiag péxpt TV amo-
B¢won g Anpokpatiag. Emmpoofétwg, eivar ta pova pvnpeia tov
apyaiov k6opov oV 1N Xpron Tovg dtatnpeitatl avalloiwTn péxpt
onpepa». Avtd Snhwvel o Etabpog Mmévog, Tpoedpog Tov «Atdlw-
po» (www.diazoma.gr), Tov (i) kepSookomikob owateiov mov eivat
aglepwévo otny mpootacia kat avadeln twv apyaiwv Bedtpwy.
To Audlwpa Siver Tnv evkatpia o EAANveg kat EEvoug emokénteg va
OVUPETEXOVV OTO TTPOYpappa «YiobeTrote éva Apxaio @fatpor, fe
0TOX0 TNV HENETN, cuVTHPNON Kot Aettovpyikn évtaln Twv apxaiwv
Bedatpwv oTnV KaBnEPVOTNTA pag.

XapaktnploTiko mapddetypa Tov mwg £va apyaio B¢atpo pmopel va
ATOTENETEL OPYAVIKO [EPOG TWV TTAYKOOULWV TIOATIOUKWV Spwte-
vwv anotelel To Apxaio @¢atpo g Emdavpov. Aidonpo yia tnv
AKOVOTIKI| TOV, BpiokeTal 0TOV apxatoloykd xwpo Tov AckAnmi-
eiov NG Apyohidag, éxet péylotn xwpntikotTnTa 14.000 Beatwv kat

"Ancient theatres have over the centuries been associated with the
achievements of the human intellect. From the birth of ancient
drama and the explosion of architectural creativity to the apothe-
osis of democracy. In addition, they are the only monuments from
the ancient world that remain in use to this very day". Those are the
words of Stavros Benos, chairman of Diazoma (www.diazoma.gr),
a charitable organisation dedicated to protecting and showcas-
ing ancient theatres Diazoma gives Greek and foreign visitors
the chance to take part in the ‘Adopt an Ancient Theatre’ scheme
whose aim is to study ancient theatres, preserve them and integrate
them into our day-to-day lives.

One illustrative example of how an ancient theatre can become
an integral part of global cultural events is the ancient theatre of
Epidaurus. Famed for its acoustics, it is located at the Ascleipeion
archaeological site in the Prefecture of the Argolid, can seat up
to 14,000 spectators maximum and is a UNESCO World Cultural

Heritage Monument. In recent years, after Giorgos Loukos took up
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. OKéPw 2méiot we Pixdpdog o 306

oT1o apyaio Béatpo Emdavpou

. H'EAev Mipev wg Oaidpa oto

apxaio B¢atpo Emdavpou

. O'1Bav Xok 0To «XEMWVIATIKO»

Tapapubl oto apyaio Béatpo
Eméavpou

. Kevin Spacey as Richard Ill at the

ancient theatre of Epidaurus

. Helen Mirren as Phaedra at the

ancient theatre of Epidaurus

. Ethan Hawke in 'A Winter's Tale' at

the ancient theatre of Epidaurus

anotehei Mvnueio IMaykoopag ITohdtiotikng Kinpovopag tng
UNESCO. Ta tehevtaio xpovia, Letd Tnv avainyn and tov [iwpyo
Aovko g mpoedpiag tov EAAnvikov @eotifal, n Enidavpog @r-
Mo&évnoe peydleg Eéveg mapaywyég mov mpokalesav aicBnon kat
ov{tiOnkav Siebvag. Anéd to «Xetpwvidtiko mapapvbw ae oknvo-
Beoia Zap Mévteg, pe mpwtaywvioth tov 10av Xok kat tnv «Dai-
Spax, pe v Ehev Mipev, o 2009, péxpt tov «Pixdpdo tov Tpito» oe
oknvoBeoia emiong tov Xap Mévteg, pe tov KéBv Znéiot, to 2011.
O xaTdA0Yy0G TWV TAPACTACEWY TIOL Eypayayv oTopia edw eival pa-
kpVG. To 1938 800nKe N TPWTN, HETA TNV APXAUOTNTA TTAPAOTAO
pe v «HAéktpor Tov EBvikod Oedtpov, oe oknvobeaio Anurtpn
Povtrpn kat mpwtaywvictpla v Kativa ITagvov. To 1955, ta emi-
onpa eykaivia Tov Peotifad Emdavpov dvogav n Kativa Ia&vot
kat 0 ANéENG Mvwtrg pe v «Exdfn» tov Evpumidn, kopueaia
napaywyr| Tov EBvikov Oedtpov. And to apyolko Béatpo dev Ba
umopovoe va Aeimel kat i ovykAoviotikn) Mapia KédAAag, mov to
1960 epunvevoe Ty «NOppo» Tov Mmelive kat TNV apéows emdpevn
Xpovid, Tnv «Mndeta» Tov Kepovumivi (1961).

AvTtioTtolxa @eoTiBal mov mpaypatomotovvTal kabe kalokaipt
oe apxaia B¢atpa avd Tnv EAA&Sa eivar to Geotifpal Olvumov
oto apxaio Béatpo Aiov mov Bpioketar otnv Iliepia, ota voTIa
™G TOANG Tov Alov, kat SuTIKA TOV Lepoy TNG ARUNTPAg Kal To
Deotifdl PAinnwv-Odoov, mov defayetal ota apyaia O¢atpa

O\inmtwv kat @dcov.

the post of chairman of the Greek Festival, Epidaurus began host-
ing major foreign productions that created a stir and were much
talked about internationally. Just some of those important works
include ‘A Winter’s Tale’ directed by Sam Mendes starring Ethan
Hawke, or ‘Phaedra’ starring Helen Mirren staged in 2009, or
‘Richard IIT" also directed by Sam Mendes starring Kevin Spacey,
staged in 2011. The list of history-making shows is long indeed.
The first performance of 'Electra’ since antiquity was staged at Epi-
daurus in 1938 by the Greek National Theatre directed by Dimitris
Rontiris starring Katina Paxinou. In 1955 the Epidaurus Festival
was officially launched by Katina Paxinou and Alexis Minotis with
Euripides 'Hecuba', one of the National Theatre's leading produc-
tions. Of course one must not forget to mention that Maria Callas
also appeared at this Argolid theatre performing Norma' by Bellini
in 1960 and in the following year (1961) performed 'Medea' by
Cherubini.

Other similar festivals held every summer at ancient theatres
around Greece include the Olympus Festival which takes place in
the theatre at Ancient Dion in the Pieria Prefecture in the south-
ern part of the city of Dion, to the west of the temple of Demeter,
and the Philippi-Thassos Festival held in the ancient theatres of
Philippi and Thassos.



1. To B¢atpo Tou Alovioou oTn vaTIa MAeupd TG AKPSTIOANG, 2. To apyaio B¢atpo Twv AeApwv
€vToC TOU 1PV Tou [Mubiou AOAwWVOC
1. The theatre of Dionysus on the southern slopes of the Acropolis, 2. The ancient theatre of Delphi
within the sanctuary of Apollo Pythios

2THN KOITIAATOY APXAIOY OEATPOY

In the cradle of ancient theatre

Ta apyaia Béatpa amotedodv kopv@aia emTedypata Tov apxai-
ov eAAnvikob mohttiopov. Epya téxvng, mOv eVOWUATOVOUV OTIG
Aemtopépeleg Toug 0Tt kKakvtepo Stabétel To EAAnvikd mvevpa. To
B¢atpo Atovooov, mov Ppioketal 0Tr vOTIA TAAYLA TNG AKPOTTOANG
KAl AmOTENEL AVATIOCTIAGTO KOUUATL TOV Lepol Tov Atovihoov, eival
To apxalotepo Béatpo mov vmapxet onpepa. Oepeliwdnke mba-
vwg Tov 60 atwva .X.. ESw mapovoiacay ta épya tovg ot peydlot
Tpaykoi -Atoxvrog, Zo@okAng, Evpinidng- edd kdbioav kamote
wg Beatég o ZoAwy, o ITepkAng, o Zwkpartng, o ITAatwvag, o Apt-
ototéAng. Eivat to mio onpavtiko and ta 15 cuvolikd Béatpa mov
vrdpxovy evtog tov Nopov ATTIKAG Kat PpiokeTal o anoéoTaon
avamvong anod to ouykpoTnHa Tov Aotépa Bovhiaypévng. Kovta
010 oLYKpOTNHa PpiokovTtal kat To Hpwdeto, To Béatpo opikol
oto Aabdptlo, ald katl To Béatpo Apglapeiov atov Qpwnd. Eival
€VKOA TPOOPdoipa otV Aoyikn nuepnotag ekdpopng, to idlo
Opwg toxvet kat yia ta €&t B¢atpa g Kopivbiag, ta €&t tng Ztepe-
a6 EANGSac, kaBag emiong kat to apyaio Béatpo twv Aedgwv, mov
@LA0EEVODTE TOVG AYWVEG PWVNTIKAG KAt EVOPYAVNG HOVOLKNG OTO

n\aioto twv ITuBikwv Aywovwv.

Ancient theatres are one of the top achievements of ancient
Greek culture and civilisation. They are works of art incorpo-
rating into their fabric the very best that the Greek intellect has
to offer. The theatre of Dionysus located on the southern slopes
of the Acropolis, and forming an integral part of the sanctuary
of Dionysus, is the oldest theatre still in existence today. In all
likelihood its foundations were laid in the 6th century BC and
here the great tragedians, Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides,
staged their works. Here too Solon, Pericles, Socrates, Plato and
Aristotle would have sat as spectators. It is the most important
of the 15 theatres located in the Prefecture of Attica and is lo-
cated a short distance away from the Astir Palace complex. Also
close to the complex is the Odeon of Herodes Atticus, the theatre
of Thoriko at Lavrio and the theatre of Amphiareion at Oropos.
They are all easily accessible as part of a day trip, but the same
also holds true for the 6 theatres in the Prefecture of Corinth, the
6 theatres in the Sterea Ellada Region, and the ancient theatre of
Delphi which used to host singing and music contests as part of

the Pythian Games.
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TA APXAIA OEATPA QX EZTIA THZ AHMOKPATIAZ

‘Exet onpaoia va yvwpifovpe nwg to B¢atpo oty apyaia EAAada dev

TPOGPEPE Yuxaywyia, (e TNV gOYXpovn £vvola Tov Opov, aAld amo-
Tehovoe évav efalpeTikd onpuavtiko Beopd g apxatoeAAnvikig mo-
AnG-kpdTovg, Tov SLapdpPwve CLVESTIOELS Kkat EiXe EVTOVO TIOALTIKO,
KOLVWVIKO Kat OpnoKevTIKO XapaKTrpa.

AvantoxOnke ota TEAn TG apxaikng mepLloSov Kat yvadploe Ty av-
Onor Tov oY kAo epiodo kal kupiwg otV ABrva dmov, e v
gvKalpia TWV E0PTACHWY TPOG TV Tov B0l Alovdoov, avéPatvav
TE00EPIG POPEC TO Xpovo Beatpikég mapaotdoels. Tig mapaoctdoelg
napakolovBoldoay, ouppeteixav kat xpnpatodotovoav ABnvaiot mo-
Aiteg. Av ouvumoloyicovpe 6TL To B¢atpo fiTay dnuocto oiknpa, n ov-
YKEVTPWOT) 0€ avTo Epotale e pa AANOV TOTIOV -Kat TO OVCLACTIKT|
Yl KAoLovg- ekkAnaia tov dnpov.

KaBe dAAo mapd apeAntéa eivat kat n apxitektovikiy Slaotaon tov
Oépatog, kabwg To apxaio eAAnviko Béatpo amotelel, KaTd KON
opo)oyia, To kopu@aio emitevypa NG apxaiag EANANVIKNG apXiTekTo-
VIKT|G, TO 0T0i0 GUVEXIlEL VA avTIypaQeTal Kat va anoTeel TpOTUTO
WG TIG péPeG pag, 2500 xpovia petd. Tia 6hovg avtovg Tovg Adyoug,
wa emiokeyn ota apxaio eEAAnvikd Béatpa eivat mpoamautovpevo
kdBe ovveldnromomuévov emokéntn, mov embupel va katavoroel
Tov EAAvIKO moAttiono pe tpomo Padu kat ovotaoTtiko.

Evyapiotoiye 10 owpateio Aik{wpa yio THV EVYEVIKY Tapaydpron Twv Pw-
T0YpaPIY Twv BedTpwY.

Ancient theatres as the hotbed
of Democracy

It is important to realise that theatre in ancient Greece was not
merely a form of entertainment in the modern sense of the word but
was an exceptionally important institution of the ancient Greek city
state which shaped the mind of citizens and had a strong political,
social and religious character.

Theatre emerged at the end of the Archaic period and flourished in the
Classic period, principally in Athens where theatrical performances
were staged four times a year as part of the festivities held in honour
of the god Dionysus. These performances were attended, participated
in and financed by Athenian citizens. If one takes into account that
the theatre was a public building, this gathering of people resembled
another form of gathering, the ecclesia (assembly) of the deme (the
people), and in the view of some was more important.

The architectural aspect of the issue is also of great importance since
ancient Greek theatres are commonly agreed upon as being the top
achievement of ancient Greek architecture and the standard they set
continues to be copied even 2,500 years later. For all these reasons a visit
to ancient Greek theatres is a real must for any sophisticated visitor who
wants to understand Greek culture in a deeper, more substantive way.

Many thanks to Diazoma for kindly providing us with the photographs of the
theatres.
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Apxatd Béatpo Awdwvng
Ancient Theatre of Dodoni
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Apxaio B¢atpo evTOC TOU apXAIOAOYIKOU XWPEOU TOU Auplapeiou aTtov Qpwrd
Ancient theatre at the Amphiareion archaeolgoical site at Oropos

Apxaid Béatpo Arjhou

Ancient Theatre of Delos



